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Military Breakfast
Dr. John M. Dunn
10/28/11
• Good morning. It is truly my pleasure to be here to welcome you--members and
former members of the military, friends and families--to this event. It's our chance
to thank you for all you've done for our nation and for choosing Western Michigan
University as the place to prepare you for the next part of your career.
• This is a university community that welcomes, values and celebrates your
presence here on campus. We've worked hard to get it right and to put people and
programs in place that will help you succeed. On those occasions when we don't
get it right, it is not for lack of good intentions, but we do count on you to help us
fill in the gaps. What we learn from you is something we can use to ease the path
of those who follow you.
• We've come a long way, though, in getting things right.
• We're proud of the fact that we have more veterans than any of Michigan's
public universities.
• We're proud of our campus commitment to members of our military
families through our advocacy office and dedicated staff members like Tracey
Moon, who you'll hear from this morning.
• And we're pleased that our efforts to work with and learn from you have
been recognized by Military Times' Edge publication, which has ranked WMU No.
16 in the nation on its list of "Best for Vets" colleges.
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• But most of all, we're proud of the close-knit military family that is forming here
on campus. We're pleased that such a support structure is growing stronger with
every month and is available to help you through the transitions as you move from
your service experience to the classroom or—in the case of our ROTC guests—
from the classroom to your military commitment.
• That support is here to see you through the challenges and triumphs, but also to
bolster us all during the moments we hope never come, but still too often do-moments like the ones earlier this month when we learned that one of our own,
2008 alumnus Captain Drew Russell, lost his life in Afghanistan. That sense of
community support and caring that was exhibited by our WMU military family
during that time spoke volumes about the caliber of people who call WMU home.
This military community's determination to honor a fallen colleague and to reach
out to a grieving family reflects the essence of being a citizen soldier.
• Thank you for your service and for bringing your experience and worldview to
our classrooms and campus organizations. Thank you as well for your commitment
to our University. This is a better place because of your presence.
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